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Course Name:  Algebra I 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of 8th grade math 

Recommendation Required: No   
Course Description:  This course introduces the concept of linear function; this concept is developed into the four major 

representations and their applications in problem solving. It includes the concepts and applications of statistics 

introduced in grade eight. Students will develop and practice skills called for by problem sol ving; they will work with real 

numbers and the interactions required with basic operations. This is an introductory course that emphasizes abstraction 

and critical thinking in mathematics. Students will master the essential concepts of algebra as it is use d to generalize 

problem-solving situations and gain an appreciation and understanding of its historical roots.   
 

Grading Scale: 

93% - 100% = A                90% - 92% = A- 

87% - 89%  = B+              83% - 86%  = B               80% - 82% = B-      

77% - 79%  = C+              73% - 76% = C               70% - 72% = C- 

60% - 69%  = D 

Below 60%  = F   
 

Grading Weights: 

 Tests, Quizzes, & Projects =  50%  

 Homework & In-Class Work = 25% 

 Notebooks & Participation = 10%   

 Final     = 15% 
 

 

Description of Weights: 

 Tests – Tests will be given at the end of the unit.Tests will consist of multiple choice and free response problems.  

Tests will also review material that was previously learned. Retakes are administered on my discretion. 
 

 Quizzes & Projects -  Quizzes may be given once or twice per unit.  The quizzes are designed to gauge student 

learning as well as prepare students for the tests.  Projects may be given at least once per quarter.  
 

 Homework & In-Class Work -  Homework will be given daily except for days we are testing (although homework 

may be assigned).  Homework will be graded on completion.  We will also complete activities in class that will 

generally be graded on completion as part of this category. 
 

 Notebook & Participation – Students will be expected to keep track of their notes.  These notes will be checked 

at the end of the unit.  In addition, each semester, students will receive a participation grade based on their level 

of involvement in the class. 

 

 Final Exam – Semester finals will be given at the end of each semester. They will be cumulative for that 

semester. 

 

Materials Needed: 

 Pencils    Notebook 

 Notebook Paper  Calculator (preferably a graphing calculator – TI-82 or higher) 
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POLICIES 

Late Work:   A student is allowed to turn in late work but with a drop in 50% of the assignments grade.  By the end of 

the unit, if the assignment is not turned it, it will be up to my discretion as to whether or not I collect the work.  

Additionally, late work will have a lower priority behind work turned in on time in regards to when it is graded. 
   

Absent work: Absent students are required to make up all missed work and follow the guidelines as indicated in the 

Parent and Student Handbook.  If a student misses a test or a quiz, they will be required to come in outside of 

class to make up that item.  Students may do this during the day if they have a break in their schedule (lunch or 

study hall).  If a student wishes to make up an item after school, they may do so by appointment only. 

 

Extra Help: My door is always open to students seeking extra help before school,  after school, even during lunch 

hours, but it is best if they set up a time with me before coming in.  This semester, after school tutoring will be 

available on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.   
 

Electronic Devices: Students will not be allowed to use electronic devices unless they are instructed that is 

appropriate by the teacher.  Additionally, a student may use their electronic device as a calculator if need be, 

but they must ask the teacher first.  At all other times, the devices must be off and away or the device will be 

confiscated and handed over to the dean. 

   

Academic Honesty: A student who is caught cheating on a test or quiz may receive a zero on the assignment.  

Additionally, the school may assign days of suspension for such an infraction.   

 

Displaying Work: Student work (especially that is exceptionally done) may be displayed in the classroom but I will 

do my best to ensure that the student’s grade cannot be seen.  
 

Mr. Hammond’s Contact Information: 
  

 Email:  michael_hammond@dpsk12.org – This is my preferred method of communication.  I will make every 

effort to be timely with my replies. 

 

 Website: mathhammond.wikispaces.com 

 

 MR. HAMMOND’S SCHEDULE 

Period Class Period  Class 

7:00 – 7:30 Extra Help/Teacher Prep 5th  Intervention Math 

1st  Geometry Honors 11:40-12:25 Lunch 

2nd  Algebra I 6th  PIB Algebra 

3rd Planning (Off Hour) 7th Collaboration (Off Hour) 

4th Algebra I 8th PIB Algebra 

 


